Current management of bloodstream infections.
Bloodstream infection (BSI) is a frequent complication of invasive infections. The presence of bacteremia has therapeutic and prognostic implications. Here we review recent changes in the epidemiology, diagnosis and treatment of BSI (excluding candidemia). The evidence of the impact of healthcare-association in many community-onset episodes and the increase in drug-resistant pathogens causing BSI in the community and hospitals is reviewed. The emergence of molecular methods as an alternative tool for the diagnosis of BSI and novel aspects of clinical management, particularly of some multidrug-resistant organisms. Several quality indicators related to the diagnosis and management of bacteremia in hospitals are proposed.